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Portugal, he never gave her his heart. When for
three years she remained childless, he had almost
made up his mind to plead his kinship with her
and obtain a divorce, but was dissuaded by Leonor
herself. Even when two sons were at last born to the
queen, the other lady remained far more truly the head
of the court, and the prime source of influence. She
even established a sort of order of merit, marked by a
red ribbon, whence its members were called Caballeros
de la Banda. It was for the promotion of courtesy,
for it seems that the habits of the Castilians were still
rough and rude; and the ceremonious Arabs declared
that they were brave men, but they had no manners,
and entered each other's houses freely without asking
permission.
In twenty years Leonor had borne ten children ; but
after the battle of Salado, though her charms were
unimpaired, Alfonso was induced to repent, and to
part with her forever. He gave her the strong city of
Medina-Sidonia, and endowed her children richly.
Of the two eldest, one had died, and the other was
imbecile ; but the twins, Enrique and Fadrique, who
were nearly of the same age as his only surviving
legitimate son Pedro, were endowed, as mere boys,
with the county of Trastamara and the Grand-Master-
ship of Santiago, and provision was made for all, so
as much to impoverish the royal patrimony.
Alfonso's Warden of the Marches deserves men-
tion. He was Don Juan Manuel, the grandson of
St. Fernando, and husband to a daughter of one of the
Infants of La Cerda. Though for twenty years he was
fighting with the Moors, he was able to find time
to make a considerable collection of stories and

